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REPLY COMMENTS OF AMERITECH

Ameritech1 submits this reply to comments on MCr s "emergency petition for

prescription." Ameritech will rely on its initial opposition to MCr s petition to articulate its

position on all relevant issues. However, Ameritech hereby supplements its opposition with

respect to MCr s request that the Commission require local exchange carriers ("LECs") to bill

PICC charges within 30 days,2 which position was supported by the comments of RCN.3

Granting MCr s request in that regard would result in a harsh rule that is not justified by

the circumstances. First, local exchange carriers ("LECs") have every incentive to bill PICCs to

their interexchange carrier ("IXC") customers in a timely and accurate fashion. In addition to

resulting in the dissatisfaction of their largest customers, untimely and inaccurate LEC billing

merely results in a delayed revenue stream.

I Ameritech means: Illinois Bell Telephone Company, Indiana Bell Telephone Company, Incorporated, Michigan
Bell Telephone Company, The Ohio Bell Telephone Company, and Wisconsin Bell, Inc.

2 Petition at 20.

3 RCN at 7-8.
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Moreover, as noted in BellSouth's opposition to MCl's petition,4 such a ruling would be

inconsistent with prior Commission orders which have consistently refused to establish an apriori

time limit within which charges must be billed in order to avoid being classified as an unreasonable

practice. The Commission refused AmNet's request for declaratory ruling that the billing of

charges more than 60 days in arrears is statutorily unreasonable.5 The Commission reaffIrmed this

position in two recently decided complaint cases. In one case, the Commission refused to find

that AT&T's backbilling of charges of almost 5 months in arrears was an unreasonable practice.6

In the other case, the Commission again refused to declare that all billing in excess of 60 days in

arrears would be unreasonable.7 Moreover, in both of those cases, the Commission's ruling

acknowledge plaintiffs' claims of difficulty with flowing backbilled AT&T charges thorough to

their own customers.8

In addition, although Ameritech's PICC billing performance is substantially on the mark,

some of Mcrs complaints concerning other carriers is undoubtedly related to, in large extent,

"working the bugs out" of the system of billing this completely new charge. This effort should be

completed shortly.

4 BellSouth at 23-24.

5 In the Matter ofAmerican Network, Inc. Petition for Declaratory Ruling Concerning Billing ofAccess Charges,
Memorandum Opinion and Order, 4 FCC Red 550 (1989), Order on Reconsideration, 4 FCC Red 8797 (1989).

6 In the Matter ofBrooten v. AT&T, Memorandum Opinion and Order, File No. E-96-32, 12 FCC Red 13343
(released September 4, 1997).

7 In the Matter ofPeople's Network, Inc. v. AT&T, Memorandum Opinion and Order, File No. E-92-99, 12 FCC
Red 21081 (released April 10, 1997).

8 See Brooten at 16, Peoples Network at,15.
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In this light, the Commission should not establish a rule that no PICC charges may be

billed more than 30 days in arrears.

Respectfully submitted,

~/01Qc./0[ ;4a/C./?

Michael S. Pabian
Counsel for Ameritech
Room4H82
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025
(847) 248-6044

Dated: March 30, 1998
[MSPOl13.doc]
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Todd H. Bond, do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Reply Comments of
Ameritech has been served on the parties listed on the attached service list, via fIrst class mail,
postage prepaid, on this 30th day of March, 1998.

By: ~c::::>"c;./ ~ <:3bnc:::Y'~
Todd H. Bond
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